
  

 

 

President’s Message                                                    by Barb Marszalek  
 

 
As my term as your current President draws to a close, I 
wanted to share some thoughts with you all on my journey 
with the Etobicoke Camera Club and what it has meant to me 
over the past few years.   
 
In 2014, I lost my husband unexpectedly.  I spent the next two 
years after his death, trying to find a purpose and direction for 
my life.  As a distraction, I bought my first DSLR camera and 
enrolled in some classes at Humber College.  Someone men-
tioned to me that I should look into joining a camera club, 
since I was still learning how to photograph manually.  I did a 
web search and discovered that there was a club about 7 min-
utes away from my house.  This is how I first heard about the 

Etobicoke Camera Club, and I walked into my very first meeting in September 2016.  I had no way 
of knowing just how important this step would become in not only my photographic journey, but in 
my personal life as well. 
 
On that day in September, ECC gave me purpose, direction and most importantly of all a circle of 
like minded friends who would soon become what I considered part of my extended family. 
 
In the beginning, I spent the first two years quietly getting to know other members, participating in 
competitions, attending social events & outings, and learning from the many great guest Photogra-
pher Presentations. 
 
In 2018, I was asked by the Program Director at the time to join his committee.  I learned a lot and 
had fun helping to create and shape the program for the coming year.   About half way into the sea-
son, the Program Director had to leave for health reasons and I was asked to take over.  What could 
have been a baptism by fire, ended up being pretty stress-free because everyone on the board was 
extremely helpful and supportive.  I stayed on for another year as the Program Director and had a 
lot of fun organizing the program,  talking to the guest presenters and introducing them to the club.  
It was a great learning experience. 
 
In 2020, I was asked by the incoming President to become her VP.  Though I jokingly said “no way 
hoesay” for a few months, I finally broke down and agreed.  I looked forward to new challenges 
ahead. 
 
Then Covid hit. 
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Talk about the ultimate challenge!  I am proud to say that the Board of Directors rose to the occa-
sion and even flourished.  I soon learned how this hard working and determined group of people 
could accomplish anything they put their minds to.   
 
We quickly learned how to operate under a Zoom platform and hit the ground running.  ECC was 
the first camera club to have an entire program scheduled, including exciting presenters from across 
the globe, ready to launch in September.  It was business as usual, but with a twist.  All of it was 
accomplished by an amazing group of volunteer members working diligently behind the scenes.   
 
After two years as VP, I became your current President. This was our first year operating as a new 
not for profit corporation and despite being short two board members at the start of the season, we 
did not let it stop us.  As the saying goes, “The show must go on!” 
 
Besides trying to fill our two empty Board positions, one of my main objectives, was to get back to 
in-person events and meetings again.  I am so happy that we were able to accomplish this by not 
only having a successful in-person Christmas Social, but to finish off this season in grand style with 
an in-person Year End Banquet. 
 
This could not have been accomplished without everyone’s support and hard work, not only by this 
Board, but the Committee Chairs and members as well. 
 
I would like to personally thank Paul, Carmina, Lesley, Greg, Eva, Penny, and George for being 
such a pleasure to work with.  Each one of you have worked hard at making sure ECC is the best 
camera club ever. 
 
I especially would like to thank Jocelyn my VP who supported me and helped shape this season and 
the next seasons to come for ECC.  There are not enough words that I can say that would ade-
quately express my heartfelt thanks for everything you have done this past year. 
 
In conclusion, I want to say how much it has been an honor and privilege to be a part of the Board 
for the past 5 years.  It has been a fun, fulfilling, learning experience for me.  I have made many 
close friends and had the chance to give back to a club that has been such a important part of my 
life.  I hope that somehow this inspires other people in the club to take that important first step to 
volunteer. 
 
I know as photographers we are used to being in the dark, hidden behind our camera lenses.  I en-
courage you all to step into the light and start your own fulfilling journey by joining a committee, 
becoming a committee chair or even joining the Board of Directors.   
 
I promise you that you won’t regret it. 
 
Thank you all. 
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letter.  Its goal is to share our 
members’ success’s and the 
events at the  club that help 
us on that journey.  If you 
have anything you would like 
to contribute, please consider 
submitting it.  Our members 
will appreciate it. 
 

The Etobicoke Camera Club introduced me to 
the Art in photography. No longer satisfied with 
just memory photographs, the club helps me  
strive for photographs that others will also enjoy.   
 
 
Contact: info@etobicokecameraclub.org 
 

 

 
 

“When you photograph  
people in color, you  

photograph their clothes.  
But when you photograph 
people in Black and white, 

you photograph their  
souls!” 

 
 

Ted Grant 
 
 

Photographer 

Photo credit: John Fraser 
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Club News 

  

Year End Banquet 
 
 
The ECC 2023 End of Year Banquet was held on May 1 at Le Treport.  54 members turned out and 
many awards, trophies, certificates, ribbons, were awarded. Barb and Jocelyn shook many hands in 
congratulation.  What a great time it was! 
 
In addition to the 2023 Banquet Program, attendees received a program listing Past Awards 2019-
2021and a Member Longevity Recognition card.   
 
Many thanks to our Social Director, Eva Michalak and her banquet team of Christine Kobielski, 
Sharon Eyolfson, Doris Woudenberg, Kathryn Riddell and Linda Smith. They outdid themselves 
and put on an amazing banquet. The many hours of hard work and planning that they invested was 
greatly appreciated by all attendees. 
 
Frank Job covered the technical aspects and setup the slide shows, sound, etc. As expected, every-
thing came off beautifully because Frank always does a great job. 
 
Our MC for the evening was our new Vice President, Ralph Kroman. Not only did Ralph do an 
amazing job but it was the first ECC banquet he attended. Talk about jumping in with both feet! 
 
Unfortunately our Competitions Director, Lesley Kinch, was unable to attend, but she created The 
Image of the Year Salon, and in true ECC spirit, the very capable Judy Griffin stepped up and han-
dled the awards portion with the skill and grace she exudes so well.  
 
Three Raffle Draws were made for: Don Komareczka macro-photography book, a subscription to 
PhotoEd, and for the flower centerpiece. 
  
As always, many members worked together to make this Banquet the roaring success it was be-
cause that is what ECC members do!   Barb, this year’s President, thanked all and passed the Gavel  
to Jocelyn our President for next year.  

 
Photographs courtesy of Sam Elogio and Mandy Samarzija.  
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Member News 

  

Best Friends, Cambodia 
 
 
 

Tammy Couture, one of our new members, entered this photograph into the friendly com-
petition at the O3C Travel Day on Saturday, April 22nd.  “Best Friends, Cambodia" made it 
to the third round.  Each round, a photograph needed at least two judges to say “in” for it to 
advance.    
 
The winner who won a 1,000 dollar travel voucher with Photo Trekkers  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were four interesting presentations:  "The O3C Travel Story for 2023-24 with James 
Cowie", "Creating the Landscape Story" by Ron Clifford, as well as "Capturing the Stars in 
the Desert" and "Wildlife and Birding Captured in Africa".  
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Theme - PC2 Mono 
Competition Results and Highlights 
All competition images may be viewed on our  Website Photo Gallery or www.etobicokecameraclub.smugmug.com 

Superset  
Gold 
MICHEL GAGNON 
Silhouetted Ballerina 

Superset  
Gold & GOM  
SAM ELOGIO 
Up 

Superset Gold MICHEL GAGNON The Daily Commute 
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Theme - PC2 Mono 

All competition images may be viewed on our  Website Photo Gallery or www.etobicokecameraclub.smugmug.com 

Advanced  
Gold 

HUGUES DE MILLEVILLE 
Fox chasing a prey 

Advanced 
Gold 
RALPH KROMAN 
Chemical Production 

Intermediate  
Gold  
PENNY RINTOUL 
The Swan 
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  RESULTS of PC2 monochrome competition held March 2023 
Level Full Name Title score ribbon 

  INTERMEDIATE     
I PENNY RINTOUL The Swan 23.5 GOLD 
I KATHRYN RIDDELL Hitting the right note 23 SILVER 
I ALAN MORROW Skyward 23 SILVER 
I ANGIE BELLANZA Casa Loma Tower 22.5 HM 
I KIRK SHORTING To The Fire 22.5 HM 
I PAUL CORDINGLEY Broken Dreams on Route 66 22.5 HM 
  ADVANCED     
A RALPH KROMAN Chemical Production 25.5 GOLD 
A HUGUES DEMILLEVILLE Fox chasing a prey 25.5 GOLD 
A RALPH KROMAN After the Rain 25 SILVER 
A LEANNE HAY Cabin in the Woods 24 HM 
A ROMAN GDYCZYNSKI dill and potatoes 24 HM 
A TOM DRIEDGER 1928 Model A Ford 23.5 HM 
A ROMAN GDYCZYNSKI wall of zigzags 23.5 HM 
  SUPERSET     
S SAM ELOGIO Up 26.5 GOLD&GOM 
S MICHEL GAGNON The Daily Commute 26.5 GOLD 
S MICHEL GAGNON Silhouetted Ballerina 26.5 GOLD 
S IRENE BARTON Moroccan Desert Man 26 SILVER 
S BRUCE BARTON The Hawk 25.5 HM 
S JUDY GRIFFIN Solitary 25.5 HM 
S JUNE WEST We Live Here 25.5 HM 
S EVA MICHALAK Symphonic Fixture 25.5 HM 
S BRUCE BARTON Alden 24.5 HM 
S DON POULTON Old Grain Elevator 24.5 HM 
S GINA JIANG Downtown Toronto  24.5 HM 
S ALEX KONYUKHOV Man in Black 24.5 HM 
S MANDY SAMARZIJA My Bully 24.5 HM 
S JUNE WEST Illumination Magic 24.5 HM 
S THERESA BRYSON Threatening 24.5 HM 

Level Submitted Accepted 
Intermediate 29 28 

Advanced 27 27 
Superset 54 54 

Total  110 109 
      

Judges Affiliation  
Vern Mossey Oshawa Camera Club 

Janet Kempster Trillium Photographic Club 
Robert Zakrison Toronto Digital Photography Club 
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Theme - Image of the Year 
Competition Results and Highlights 
All competition images may be viewed on our  Website Photo Gallery or www.etobicokecameraclub.smugmug.com 

IOTY Sam Elogio THE PORTAL 
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Theme - PC2 Mono 

All competition images may be viewed on our  Website Photo Gallery or www.etobicokecameraclub.smugmug.com 

Advanced  
Gold 

HUGUES DE MILLEVILLE 
Fox chasing a prey 

IOTY SILVER Sam Elogio UP 
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RESULTS OF IMAGE of the YEAR   APRIL 2023 
Level Full Name Title score ribbon 

S SAM ELOGIO The Portal 28 IOTY 
S SAM ELOGIO Up 27.5 SILVER 
S GINA JIANG NBC Tower 27 HM 

S GEOFFREY PIERPOINT Peony 27 HM 
A LEANNE HAY Morning Paddle 26.5 HM 
S MANDY SAMARZIJA GOLDEN GIRL 26.5 HM 

A HUGUES DEMILLEVILLE 
Short-eared Owl with vole in golden 

light - 3661 26.5 HM 
A HUGUES DEMILLEVILLE Fox chasing a prey 26.5 HM 
S MANDY SAMARZIJA MIRROR MIRROR 26 HM 
S MICHEL GAGNON Silhouetted Ballerina 26 HM 
S BARB MARSZALEK Dawn at Cape Spear Lighthouse 26 HM 
S MANDY SAMARZIJA TOXIC 26 HM 
S MANDY SAMARZIJA MOTHER 26 HM 
A HUGUES DEMILLEVILLE African Fish Eagle with catch - 9353 26 HM 
A HUGUES DEMILLEVILLE Black-lined Skimmer 26 HM 
S JUDY GRIFFIN Solitary 26 HM 
A LEANNE HAY Bench Warmer 25.5 HM 
S ALEX KONYUKHOV Lanner Falcon 25.5 HM 
A HUGUES DEMILLEVILLE Osprey with catfish 25.5 HM 
S GINA JIANG Morning in Chicago 25.5 HM 
S MANDY SAMARZIJA WINGS 25.5 HM 
S MANDY SAMARZIJA REBIRTH 25.5 HM 
S GINA JIANG Two Gulls and one fish 25.5 HM 
S DORIS WOUDENBERG Saturn and its Moons 25.5 HM 
S DON POULTON Heron's Catch 25.5 HM 
S BARB MARSZALEK Tanzanian Red-Billed Hornbill 25.5 HM 
A LINDA SMITH Plumeria Flower 25.5 HM 
A LEANNE HAY Morning Reflections 25.5 HM 
S DON POULTON Old Grain Elevator 25.5 HM 
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Christine Kobielski Presented  
 
“Altered Reality and Creativity in 
Photography” 
 
on Monday, April 3, 2023 
 
 

 

In this presentation we saw how the combination of photography and an editorial program can 
free the artist to express more fully the stories that come from within. We saw how we can 
learn from the great painters and how the masters learn from one another. We got some ideas 
on how to get started if we don’t know where to start, where to turn to for ideas if we don’t 
have any, how to play, and how a little basic Knowledge in art movements can be very benefi-
cial to a photographer interested in communicating at a deeper level.  
 
Christine's passion for photography, art, and the creative spirit lives in her work.  "It is my re-
action to the world, the way I see it. It can be a feeling of awe; it might be a story I feel com-
pelled to tell; it could be philosophical, psychological, or political; or maybe I just want to play 
and have fun. But whatever it is, it often begins with a quiet, inner stirring—the creative voice 
within.  I have travelled the art galleries of the world, studied fine art and psychology at uni-
versity level, and learned to paint in Mexico and Toronto. My serious interest in photography 
began when I joined the Etobicoke Camera Club thirteen years ago. Over those years I honed 
my photography skills. Art has no exclusive medium. Oil painting, watercolour, sculpture, cut 
outs, found objects, etc. are mediums we are all familiar with. My medium of choice is a digital 
camera which has become the window into my soul, and Photoshop which allows me the free-
dom to go deeper into life’s metaphors. “ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Speakers 
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Monique Campbell Presented  
 
“Building Confidence to Shoot 
Street” 
 
on Monday, April 24, 2023 
 

 

In a flash of perception Monique identifies a moment and clicks the shutter already knowing the 
end result will demonstrate her empathy and intimacy. Monique finds interest by observing the 
mundane, the ordinary and the moments most people take for granted. She excels in producing 
captivating photographs that tell stories that linger in the minds of viewers. 
The graduate of the Western Pacific Academy of Photography in Victoria, B.C. went on to work 
as a newspaper photographer. When she was a freelance photographer at the Sudbury Star she 
won the runner-up photo of the year for Canadian Press in 1994 and the photo of the year for the 
Thomson Newspaper chain for her news photo of a firefighter reviving a boy. 
She has been a Street Photographer since 2016. Currently, Monique lives in Hamilton. 
In 2018, her image: Perspective was selected by the Societe National des Beaux Arts and exhib-
ited in Paris, France at the Carrousel du Louvre. 
She was chosen as one of 52 finalists for the Salt Spring National Art Prize in 2021. In all 2,756 
pieces of art were submitted and her photo, "Venetian Laundry Day" was selected. Her work has 
been exhibited, collected, and published domestically and internationally. 
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Sunday March 12, 2023 
 
 

Two ECC members enjoyed the wonderful experience of Ripley's Aquarium 

 

 

 

Outings 
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Sunday March 26, 2023 
 

Four ECC members enjoyed a lovely sunny morning at Jack Darling Park and Rattray Marsh 

Outings 
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Saturday April 15, 2023 
 

15 ECC members enjoyed a wonderful outing at the Canadian Raptor Conservancy Outing. 

The weather and birds were awesome. 

Outings 
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Sunday May 7, 2023 
 

5 ECC members enjoyed a lovely outing at the Distillery District. 

 

Outings 
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Wednesday May 17, 2023 
 

Nine ECC members headed out to the TASC Tulip farm. This was an evening shoot which 

allowed for an interesting photo opportunity.  

Outings 
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Past Issues of the Viewfinder can be found at 
 
 

https://www.etobicokecameraclub.org/viewfinder/ 
 
 
 
 

Have a Great Summer! 
 
 


